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commissioned by gageego!

scoring

1 violin
1 gong
1 bass clarinet

score is transposed

duration 10 minutes

comments on dynamic notation

all dynamic signs are notated within quotation marks 
due to the fact that the heard dynamic can differ much 
from the notated. one can think of the notated dynamic 
as an indication of the intensity of action from the musician.

comments on rhythmic notation

the duration line and the endnote

the rhytmical notation uses a thick line that replaces bindings 
and shows glissandi, the "duration line".
only the first note in a groupe of notes grouped by the 
duration line have an onset (with a bow, a tongue or a beater).
all rhythms end with a 16th note, the "endnote".
a quarter note becomes a pointed eight note and a 16th note,
the endnote, bound together with the duration line.
an eight note becomes two 16th notes bound together with
the duration line.

since the duration line replace bindings the endnote
is Not to be tongued or articulated in any way.

tremolos

all tremolos are to be played in a free individual tempo with
no synchronization between players (and no 16th notes!).
 

comments on performance techniques

violin

square notes are to be played with a very 'noisy', 
brushing sound quality. 
there will always be a small amount of pitch
left, but emphasize the brushing sound quality 
of the bristly bow rubbing the string putting 
these caracterisitcs of the sound forward.
to help controlling the string put one or two
fingers behind the 'pitch' finger to damp the string 
and to control the harmonics. 
the left hand uses half pressure.
the part is to played entirely on the g-string (IV). 
use a lot of resin to obtain the brushy sound.

bass clarinet

notes with square heads indicate "blow sound".
the mouthpiece should not be removed nor the reed.
make the clarinet resonate.
only the fingerings in the provided fingering
table should be used.

te
t articulation with no special vowel ( ! ).

Ât 
put back the tongue with a distictive rhythmic action 
with a tongue ram effect.

tr
flatterzunge starting with a t. 

gong

one need a gong with a risen center area. it can not be flat. 
then there is no glissando when you move the beater. 

the gong is placed on a surface that  doesn't  dampen it  too much. 
three or four not too large filt pads 1,5 cm thick could work. 
the gong is played with one heavy taiko beater and 
one heavy beater with a hard felt ball.
the taiko beater is prepared with two layers of 
cotton kitchen towel cloth at the end.
then the player hits the clothed taiko beater (not the gong) 
with the hard felt ball beater.

put the clothed taiko beater in the center of the gong.
the center have the highest note. 
then move the beater outwards until the pitch stops 
to get lower, normally at the ÒkneeÓ.
In the score I call this position the 'edge' but is typically 
somewhere in between the center and the ÒkneeÓ of the gong. 

between the center and the 'edge' you define 
seven positions for the clothed beater on the gong.
if you can, marke them with a marker felt pen.

the clef for the gong staff for the gong show the placement 
of the clothed beater on the gong.
ÒcenterÓ is the highest pitch and ÒedgeÓ is the lowest pitch 

one need to apply some extra pressure on the 
clothed taiko beater to get to the pitch part of the gong sound. 
if that pressure isnÕt applied, the gong tends to have a 
metallic, rattly sound and to have the same pitch all over.

the heavy beater placed on the gong is covered with cloth to 
somewhat camouflage the fact that this is a gong.
the hard felt ball beater is used to avoid the clicking sound 
of wood beater agains wood beater. 

the player should strive after clear line in pitch and 
a round sound from the gong.
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